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Key Verse:

“You shall have
no other gods
before Me.”
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Level 3 lesson 26

Read Exodus 2o0:1-11 and
Matthew 22:34-37

Putting God FIRST:

There are a lot of important things in life;
family, friends, study, sport...and others. But
God wants one thing to be the most important
of all in our lives...HIMSELF!

No Idoils Allowed!

The first four of the Ten Commandments show

us how important God must be in our lives.
Remember, the Bible says that if we fail to keep
one of God’s laws, we’ve failed to keep all of them
James 2:10). Look over these laws and see if
you’ve managed to keep all of them.

1) You shall have no other gods before Me.

God is like no-one else. There is nothing that can
compare with Him. He is our most amazing, all-
powerful Creator God. He alone is worthy to be
worshipped as God. He alone deserves first place
in our lives. A false god is not necessarily a statue
or idol—it can be anything that takes the most
important place in your life. Some people wors
(or love) their money, sport, or their ‘things’ more
than God. Some people actually love themselves
so much they think they are better than God! They
don’t care about anyone else. Who (or what) is
number one in your life?

2) You shall not make an idol... nor bow to them
and worship them.

God made us to love and worship Him; to enjoy
fellowship with Him. How foolish to make
something with your own hands, and then worship
it as God! He doesn’t want us making up ideas
about Him. Nothing man could make could ever

be like Him. Yet the Bible tells us exactly what the
true God is like. He is Spirit—an infinite, awesome
God of incredible power, holiness and majesty. He
wants us to worship Him in “spirit and in truth.”
Some people say things about Him that contra

Using the jumbled letters below,
fill in the gaps in this sentence:

HINT: Letters that are the same style belong togetherl
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3) You shall not blaspheme the name of the
Lord your God.

Some people use the names of God and Jesus
Christ as swear words. This is a very serious
thing in God’s eyes! It means that they have no
respect for Him at all. Imagine saying bad things
about your principal at school, or the Prime
Minister of your country, and they were standing
right behind you and heard it! Well, God hears
every single time someone uses His name as

a swearword, and so they risk receiving His
judgement

4) Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it holy.
God wanted His people to set one day aside for
worshipping Him and to rest. Christians keep
Sunday as a special day for worshipping the
Lord because that’s the day Jesus rose from

the dead. Some people get so busy that they
never meet with other Christians to worship God
together. Sadly, they often end up forgetting
about God altogether!

How did you do on these first four
commandments? Can you now see why the
Bible says we are sinners? To sin is to break
God’s laws (1 John 3:4) and this means we’re in
trouble, for “the wages of sin is death!” Praise
God that, “The gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23)!

ve in God, just as the

1. What is an IDOL?

2. If we swear using God's name, what does
that show about us?

3. How many laws do we have to break to be
a sinner?
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Caring about Others
The Lord Jesus said the most important thing in "
the world is to love God, and the very next thing, is
to love others. Sadly, one of the things that
shows how sinful we are is our selfishness;

we mostly only care about ourselves!

Love Others, Just Like
The Good Samaritan Didt

The next six commandments spell out how we are
to treat other people. Have you managed to keep
them all... perfectly?

5) Honour your Father and Mother.

This means to give them the respect that they
deserve. So many children speak disrespectfully
to their parents, disobey them and do things

to make their parents ashamed of them. All

these things break this commandment. The Lord
promised to especially bless those who honour
their parent

6) You shall not murder.

Human life is sacred and it is God’s gift. We do not
have the right to take another person’s life. You
might think, “Well, | haven’t broken this Law!” But
Jesus said that even if we are angry with someone
for no good reason, we are just as guilty as a
murderer. Hating others is the ‘seed’ from which
murder grows (Matthew 5:21-22).

7) You shall not commit adultery.

God wants people who get married to stay faithful
to their husband or wife. God commands that sex
is only to be between a man and woman who are
married together, who are committed to loving
each other, and raising their family together. So
many problems are caused in the world by people
breaking this commandment!

8) You shall not steal.

Stealing is taking anything that is not yours. We
all understand that, but did you know that the
Bible says not giving some of our money back to
God is also stealing from Him (Malachi 3:8-10)!
9) You shall not give false testimony against
your neighbour.

We are not to tell lies—not even little ones!
Instead, we are to “speak the truth with our
neighbour” (Ephesians 4:2; James 4:11). Every
time you tell lies about someone, or make up
stories about them to get them into trouble, you
are breaking this commandment.

10) You shall not covet.

Coveting, is wanting something you don’t have
SO bad! Why is this wrong? Wanting something
too much, puts it in far too important a place in
your heart—the place that belongs to God. This is
idolatry. Remember, “Godliness with contentment
is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6)!

These commandments are like a chain, between
us and God; imagine you are hanging on one

end and God is on the other. How many links in
the chain can you break before you fall? That’s
right—just ONE! And we all know we’ve broken at
least one. That’s why we all need Jesus to forgive
us and be our Saviour!

Unscramble the order of these
letters and words to find out
what God said... =

id:

royu rounHo
royu erfaht
dna rethmo

2. Taking things that belong to others is stealing.
What else can be called stealing?

. In the Lord’s sight, what is just as bad as murder?

3. How can wanting something so much be the
same as worshipping idols?
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Key Verse:
“Love is patient,
love is kind. It
does not envy, it
does not boast,
it is not proud. it
is not rude, it is
not self-seeking,
it is not easily
angered, it
keeps no record
of wrongs.

1 Corinthians 13:4-5

=]
2
=
]

Level 3 lesson 36

bitra

==

HALF THE PEOPLE OF MINEVEN REPENTED
JOMNAM WAs GLAD AT HIs succEss

JOMN M AITED TO TEE NINEVEN DESTROYED
THE LORD sENT A sUN-UMBERELLA FOR JONAN
A WORAM ATTACKED JONAH'S PLANT
JOMNAH <ARED TOO LITTLE ABOUT PEOPLI

JONAMH was wesy LoVING

Read Jonah 4 and 1 Corinthians a3

The GREATEST Thing!

Hundreds of years ago, nearly two-thirds of the
city of Rome burned to the ground. What was
Emperor Nero doing at the time? Rushing around
trying to organise putting the fire out? Helping
people escape the flames? No! He was playing
the fiddle! Ever since, people speak of Nero
“fiddling while Rome burned” as a picture of how
some people waste so much of their lives with
things that don’t really matter.

It’s very easy for us to waste a lot of time
on unimportant things, and forget about the
most important things in life. We all like to feel
important, to look good, and to have all the best
gear. But the Bible tells us that there is one thing
that is more important in life than any of those
things: it is LOVE!

The Bible tells us that love is the greatest
thing, because God is love (2 John 4:8 & 16). So
when we love in the same way as He loves, then
we are most like Him. Unfortunately, because
of our sinful nature, we don’t naturally love
with God’s kind of love. This is a lesson that we
have to learn when we trust in Jesus Christ and
become His children.

As God’s prophet, Jonah had to learn this
lesson, too. Jonah had preached the message
that God had given him, and the people of
Nineveh had turned to God. You would think
that Jonah would be overjoyed to see these
wicked people repenting of their evil ways and
turning to obey God. Wouldn’t you? Well, he was
anything but overjoyed!

P e . ——

The Unhappy Prophett

In fact, Jonah was not happy! To tell the
truth, Jonah was angry! Jonah had wanted God
to destroy Nineveh because the Assyrians that
lived there were so bad. He even said to God,
“That’s why | ran away. | didn’t want you to
forgive these people” Jonah 4:1-3). So when  _
God said He would forgive the Ninevites, Jonah ¢
got angry and sat outside the city, waiting and
hoping God would change His mind and kill
them all anyway!

While he was there, the Lord made a plant
grow up over Jonah’s head to protect him from
the burning heat of the desert sun. Jonah really
loved that plant! But when a worm attacked
the plant and it died, Jonah was furious again!
The Lord had to scold him: “You care about the
plant, but you don’t care about all the people
that live in Nineveh?”

Which was more important: people or things?
Jonah forgot how kind and loving God had been
to him, even though he had been so disobedient.
Loving others as God loves is easier when we
realize how much God has loved us. Do you love
others with God’s kind of love?

-~

PIicK THE TRUE AND FALSE
ANSWERS FROAM TODAY S

1. Why was Jonah angry?

LESSON +-o

2. What lesson did God want to teach jonah
with the plant?

o Gocl T
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Read Jonah 1:1-16 and 1 Samuel 15:1-23

Key Verse: Doing Things GOD’S Way.
“To obey is When someone tells you to do something that
better than you don’t want to, what do you do? Jump up

and down? Yell and scream? Throw a temper
tantrum? Break something?

None of those things is the right response
and neither is running away. Being obedient is
doing things God’s way. Obeying God leads to
true happiness. As Jonah discovered in today’s
lesson, there’s definitely no happiness down
the road of disobedience.

Jonah was a Prophet of God. This means that God
sometimes gave him special messages to pass on to
people. One day the Lord told Jonah to take a
message to the people of Nineveh, the capital of
Assyria. God said they must repent of their sin or He
would judge them. Jonah was surprised.

The Assyrians were Israel’s enemies and were
wicked, cruel people! And so Jonah didn’t want
to go there and give them a chance to repent
of their evil ways! Instead of obeying God’s
instructions, he went down to the nearest port
and boarded a ship sailing to a far away land.

When Jonah should have been on his way
across the desert to Nineveh, he was sailing in the
opposite direction on a ship. Isn’t that just like us
at times: doing exactly the opposite of what we
should be doing? But God doesn’t give up!

God sent a terrible storm so that Jonah’s ship
was in danger of sinking (1:4). Everyone on the
boat was terrified and thought they were going

sacrifice.” -
1 Samuelis:226
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to drown! Everyone, that is, except Jonah. He
was asleep downstairs! Some people are so
disobedient that they aren’t even sorry for it —
and Jonah didn’t seem to be losing any sleep
over it! The sailors finally woke Jonah up, and
when he saw what a wild storm they were in, he
knew exactly who was to blame — himself!

Gu ly, Jonah confessed that the storm was
God’s judgement for his disobedience and that
they must throw him overboard to make it stop!
What an awful thing to have to do! But Jonah
preferred to die rather than go to Nineveh! So
the men finally picked him up and threw him
into the raging sea.

Can you see what happens when we are
disobedient? We start off deciding to do what
is wrong, and then we get stubborn and keep
making wrong choices until we end up in a real
mess! Think of all the trouble that Jonah could
have avoided if he had just obeyed God’s clear
instructions! | pray that you won’t be like Jonah.
As you can see, if you keep disobeying God’s
instructions you will land in big trouble. But being
OBEDIENT to God is definitely the way to go!
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Read John 10:1-29 and Psalm =23

Follow the Leader! Have you ever seen how
silly sheep are? They will follow whichever
sheep is at the front—even if it doesn’t know
where it’s going! The Bible says we are like

Key Verse:
“Jesus said,

‘1l am the Good
Shepherd. The

sheep, and if we just follow each other, we’re o
Good Shepherd going to keep getting lost. Like sheep, we were .
lays down His life made to need a shepherd, but not just any
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John 10:12
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ways: He said He was “the Way, the Truth, and
the Life,” “the Light of the World,” and many
others. One of the most well-known ways
Jesus described Himself was as “the GOOD
SHEPHERD.” That’s great news, because the
Bible tells us we are like sheep that have gone
astray (read Isaiah 53:6), and we really need a
Shepherd to rescue us from sin!

Jesus often taught others by using
PARABLES. Parables are little stories that use
well-known objects to explain or illustrate
different truths. Jesus lived in farming country,
so He used a lot of objects like plants and
animals (things the people saw every day)
to help teach them what He wanted them to
understand. The people knew about shepherds
and how they cared for the sheep by leading,
feeding, and protecting each one. So when
Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd!” all His
listeners understood what He was saying.

Can you also figure out what kind of
Shepherd Jesus is? The Bible tells us that
Jesus knows “His sheep” by name. He protects
“His sheep” from harm. He takes “His sheep”
to where the good grass grows. And most

CTAN YOUSOLVE THIS
TRICKY POZZ\E?

wonderful of all, Jesus died to save “His sheep”
from harm! What amazing love Jesus has for
those people he calls “His sheep!”

Would YOU like to become one of “His
sheep” too? Well, you can be! The Lord Jesus
said that “His sheep” are those who “hear His
voice!” If you listen to His words (John 10:3, 16,
27), and obey and follow Him as your leader,
you will become one of “His sheep!”

In this life there are many people saying
“follow me.” But the Lord Jesus said that He is
the only GOOD one to follow! Not only is He the
GOOD Shepherd, but also the GREAT Shepherd
and CHIEF Shepherd (see Hebrews 13:20 and 1
Peter 5:4). So who are you following? Who will
be your leader and shepherd? The Lord Jesus
offers eternal life to all who trust, obey, and
follow Him. Pray to Jesus today and make sure
that He is your only Shepherd. He can forgive

all yourg/sins and will guide and care for you
throughout life!

. Wha+ are some of {he wways Jesus falked
abou{ HimselC?

io 8 1o Z. Why d° fthe sheep need g shepherd?
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Key Verse:

“Jesus said

‘1 am the Good
Shepherd. The
Good Shepherd

lays down His life

for the sheep.””
John 10:1a

Read John 10:1-29 and Psalm =23

Follow the Leader! Have you ever seen how
silly sheep are? They will follow whichever
sheep is at the front—even if it doesn’t know
where it’s going! The Bible says we are like
sheep, and if we just follow each other, we're
going to keep getting lost. Like sheep, we were
made to need a shepherd, but not just any
shepherd!

Jesus talked about Himself in many different
ways: He said He was “the Way, the Truth, and
the Life,” “the Light of the World,” and many
others. One of the most well-known ways
Jesus described Himself was as “the GOOD
SHEPHERD.” That’s great news, because the
Bible tells us we are like sheep that have gone
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The Good Shepherd

wonderful of all, Jesus died to save “His sheep”
from harm! What amazing love Jesus has for
those people he calls “His sheep!”
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Key Verse: ....
“Jesus said*You
cannot bear
fruit unless you
remain in Me.””>

John 15:4 b

Read Luke 8:4-15 and Isaiah 5:1-4

Treated Like Dirt? Has anyone ever treated
you badly? We call that “being treated like
dirt.” Did you know that Jesus once told a
parable that described people like different
kinds of dirt? God wants to plant some good
seed in us and see a whole heap of fruit grow!

A large crowd had gathered around Jesus
when He told this parable about a man sowing
seeds. It was,an “earthly’ story with a ‘heavenly”
meaning.-Some the seeds fell on good soil,
some fell on the rocky soil, and some on thorny
ground. Some of it was just eaten up by birds!
The seed that fell on the good ground produced
a huge crop that would have made any farmer
happy! But what did the parable mean?

The disciples had to ask Jesus about it too!
Jesus told them that the seed was like the Word
of God. The birds that stole the seed were like
the Hevil who tries to steal away what some
people learn from the Word of God. The rocky
soil and the thorny ground are like people who
hear God’s Word but never believe or let it take
root in their lives, and so nothing good grows.

Do you have a garden at home? If you do,
you will have seen Mum or Dad spending hours
weeding, digging, planting, and watering. They
may have even got you to help! A garden is a lot
of hard work; so imagine ha; worked really

hard, but then waiting to fin OTHING grow
Wouldn’t that be frustrating? God thinks so to

The good soil is a picture of people who
listen to the seed of God’s Word, let it grow and

Sowmng Seed

fill their minds, and then allow a lot of fruit o
grow in their lives! Are you like the GOOD soil
receiving the seed of God’s Word and growing
godly fruit in your behaviour?

Or do you pay no attention to what you
learn from the Bible? Maybe you let the things ¢
of the world distract you from obeying God’s .
Word? In Isaiah 5:1-4, God tells Israel how
annoyed He was that they didn’t produce any

fruit, even though He planted so many ‘seeds’
in them!

Think of all the Bible Discovery studies
you’ve done, but especially all the memory
verses you’ve learned and Bible readings
you’ve done. These are your ‘seeds.’ So are
you going to let these seeds grow in your
mind and produce good thoughts, attitudes,
behaviour, and speech?

Jesus said that the good soil is like those
who not only hear the Word of God, but KEEP
it, store it up in their hearts and love it. They
are the ones who will grow a whole heap of
godly fruit (see also Galatians 5:22-23)!

U rgeernble
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2. How does God say we are to
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Key Verse:

“Youin

st be

ready,because
the Son of Man
will come at an

hour when you do

not expect Him.”
Matthew 24:44

Xt How can e eep ourselves readyforess retun

Read Matthew 24:42-44 and 25:1-13

“Coming, ready or not!” That’s what we call
out when we're playing hide-and-seek, isn’t
it? Everyone is given a short time to hide and
then whoever is ‘it” comes looking—even if
you haven’t had time to hide!

Of course, some things are easier to
get ready for, like school in the morning,
football practise, or birthday parties.

We know when these things are going to
happen, so we make sure we are ready. But
in this story Jesus teaches about something
that we need to be always ready for, even
though we don’t know when it will happen.

To show what He meant, the Lord Jesus
told a story about a thief. He said if a house
owner knew that a burglar was prowling
about, he would be ready and not let him
break in! Now, burglars don’t usually tell us
when they’re going to be coming, do they?
Can you imagine finding a notice in the
letterbox saying, “Dear Householder: I plan
to be stealing in your area next Tuesday.
Please be kind enough to leave your doors
unlocked and your guard dog firmly tied
up?” Not likely is it!

The Lord Jesus is coming back to earth
again, this time to take Christians to
Heaven! Isn’t that great? But we don’t
know when that will be! Just as a burglar
doesn’t announce when he’s in town, so the
Lord Jesus warns that He will come back
unexpectedly!

Dont Doze OFff!

That’s why Jesus told this story. He wants
everyone to get ready and wait for Him, so
that no-one misses out on Heaven! We may
not know exactly when the Lord will come
again, but we do know that He will keep
His promise to return! But once He comes,
it will be too late to get ready. So are you
ready yet?

To get ready you need to become a
Christian. To do this, you must believe that
when Jesus first came to earth He died to
pay the penalty for your sins, and that three
day?fater He came back to life! So be sure
that you ask Him to cleanse your heart from
sin and ask Him to save you from Hel
you need to stay ready — by always doing
and saying the things that Jesus would be
pleased with.

Remember, this could be the very day
that the Lord Jesus comes back. So do not
delay or avoid making a decision. Make
sure you are ready and looking forward to
seeing Him!

Shade In The Letters To
Reveal The Secret Sentence!

SIKNOWOMANLLKNOWS
WSPOITHEAQDAYRBBOR
QATHEMFHOURLWQRDK
YTHATKWQTHESSLORD
QEBENJESUSLLPWQAWILL
MNGCOMELQOBACKZZSO
VEBEQREADYLDSOXKN
SALWAYSMVKOPEOIQ

1. Why did the Lord choose to tell a story
about a BURGLAR?

2. Why do you think the Lord wants to
come when everyone least expects it?
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Key Verse:
“Youf} st be
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Matthew 24:44
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Read Matthew 24:42-44 and 25:1-13

“Coming, ready or not!” That’s what we call
out when we're playing hide-and-seek, isn’t
it? Everyone is given a short time to hide and
then whoever is ‘it” comes looking —even if
you haven’t had time to hide!

Of course, some things are easier to
get ready for, like school in the morning,
football practise, or birthday parties.

We know when these things are going to
happen, so we make sure we are ready. But
in this story Jesus teaches about something
that we need to be always ready for, even
though we don’t know when it will happen.

To show what He meant, the Lord Jesus
told a story about a thief. He said if a house
owner knew that a burglar was prowling
about, he would be ready and not let him
break in! Now, burglars don’t usually tell us
when they’re going to be coming, do they?
Can you imagine finding a notice in the
letterbox saying, “Dear Householder: | plan
to be stealing in your area next Tuesday.
Please be kind enough to leave your doors
unlocked and your guard dog firmly tied
up?” Not likely is it!

The Lord Jesus is coming back to earth
again, this time to take Christians to
Heaven! Isn’t that great? But we don’t
know when that will be! Just as a burglar
doesn’t announce when he’s in town, so the
Lord Jesus warns that He will come back
unexpectedly!

Don™ Doze Off!

That’s why Jesus told this story. He wants
everyone to get ready and wait for Him, so
that no-one misses out on Heaven! We may
not know exactly when the Lord will come
again, but we do know that He will keep
His promise to return! But once He comes,
it will be too late to get ready. So are you
ready yet?

To get ready you need to become a
Christian. To do this, you must believe that
when Jesus first came to earth He died to
paghe penalty for your sins, and that three

dayglater He came back to life! So be sure
that you ask Him to cleanse your heart from
sin and ask Him to save you from Hell! Then
you need to stay ready — by always doing
and saying the things that Jesus would be
pleased with.

Remember, this could be the very day
that the Lord Jesus comes back. So do not
delay or avoid making a decision. Make
sure you are ready and looking forward to
seeing Him!

?‘F\ Shade In The Letters To

Reveal The Secret Sentence!

SIKNOWOQMANLLKNOWS
WSPOITHEAQDAYRBBOR
QRATHEMFIHOURLWQRDK
Y¥YTHATKWQRTIHESSLORD
QBENJESUSLLPWQAWILL
MNGCOMELQOBACKZZSO
VEBEQREADYLDSOXKN
SSALWAYSMVKOPEOIQ

1. Why did the Lord choose to tell a story
about a BURGLAR?

2. Why do you think the Lord wants to
come when everyone least expects it?
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Key Verse:
“For no-one
can lay any

foundation other

than the one
already laid,
which is Jesus
Christ.”™

1 Corinthians 3:11
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ANY foundation will do
SAND is very stable to build on 1
The Lord is called the ROCK in the Bible [__]
We need to build our lives on JESUS _
The wrong foundation means disaster

GOOD people can be our foundation [

Level 3 lesson 4o

Read Matthew 7:24-27 and a1 Corinthians 3:10-a15

“Solid as a Rock!” Have you ever heard that
saying? What’s the ggest tower you’ve ever
made with building blocks? Have you ever
made one that’s taller than you are? But no
matter how big a tower of blocks . if we take
out blocks from the bottom, it will start to
shake, wobble, and eventually fall down!

This is because a tower needs a good strong
foundation. And just like blocks, we must build
our lives on the right foundation—one that
can’t be moved. One that will keep us safe and
secure! Where can we find a strong foundation
before trouble comes?

Jesus once told a story about two men. A
wise man built his house on solid rock, while
a foolish man built his house on sand. Soon
a storm arrived and the wind blew, the rain
came down, and the streams flooded. One
house stayed standing and the other collapsed
with a huge crash! Can you guess which one?
That’s right, the wise man’s house on the rock
survived, but the fool’s house on the sand just
fell to pieces!

So why did Jesus tell this story? Was it
simply to help you know the safest foundation
for building houses? No—the Lord Jesus wants
you to understand how important it is to build
your life on the strong foundation of His words!
Jesus Christ wants you to read and listen to His
words in the Bible, and then to practice all the
things He asks you to do!

The Wrong Foundation!

There are many “foundations” that aren’t
safe to build on, for example, listening to
sinful advice of others in the world. The ways
of the world only offer foundations like sand,
and we all know that sand is real soft—just
walking on it leaves a trail of footprints!
Following the moral advice of the world will
only end in disaster!

The Bible calls Jesus the Rock. He is the
ONLY perfect foundation for building your life
on! So how do you buiwur life on the Rock?
Jesus said, “Everyone wHo hears My words
and puts them into practice is like a wise man
who built his house upon the rock.”

For the Lord Jesus to be the foundation
of your life, you must start by asking Him

to forgive your sins and save you from the
disaster of eternal death! Then Jesus will be
the strong rock in your life and He will also
help build you into a strong person as you
practice obeying the Bible. Who will save you
when the storms of life come? Why not choose
the right foundation now —before it’s too late?

Tick the correct box to show
which statements are true
and which are false!

1. Why do we need a strong
Foundation when building a house?

1 1

1
1
1 ]

2. How can YOU make the Lord Jesus the
foundation of YOUR life?

1
1







 


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	













Read John 10:1-29 �and Psalm 23��


Follow the Leader! Have you ever seen how silly sheep are? They will follow whichever sheep is at the front—even if it doesn’t know where it’s going! The Bible says we are like sheep, and if we just follow each other, we’re going to keep getting lost. Like sheep, we were made to need a shepherd, but not just any shepherd!





Jesus talked about Himself in many different ways: He said He was “the Way, the Truth, and the Life,” “the Light of the World,” and many others. One of the most well-known ways Jesus described Himself was as the “GOOD SHEPHERD”. That’s great news, because the Bible tells us we are like sheep that have gone astray (read Isaiah 53:6), and we really need a Shepherd to rescue us from sin!





Jesus often taught others by using PARABLES. Parables are little stories that use well-known objects to explain or illustrate different truths. Jesus lived in farming country, so He used a lot of objects like plants and animals (things the people saw every day) to help teach them what He wanted them to understand. The people knew about shepherds and how they cared for the sheep by leading, feeding, and protecting each one. So when Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd!” all His listeners understood what He was saying.


�





A Story of a Shepherd





Key Verse:�“Jesus said, ‘I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.’ “


John 10:11








1. What are some of the ways Jesus talked about Himself ?


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


2. Why do the sheep need a shepherd ?


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


3. How do we know if we are the Lord’s sheep ?


…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………











CAN YOU SOLVE THIS TRICKY PUZZLE ?





Extra: Make a list of ways the Lord Jesus is a shepherd.
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Can you also figure out what kind of Shepherd Jesus is? The Bible tells us that Jesus knows “His sheep” by name. He protects “His sheep” from harm. He takes “His sheep” to where the good grass grows. And most wonderful of all, Jesus died to save “His sheep” from harm! What amazing love Jesus has for those people he calls “His sheep!”


Would YOU like to become one of “His sheep” too? Well, you can be! The Lord Jesus said that “His sheep” are those who “hear His voice!” If you listen to His words (John 10:3, 16, 27), and obey and follow Him as your leader, you will become one of “His sheep!”


In this life there are many people saying “follow me.” But the Lord Jesus said that He is the only GOOD one to follow! Not only is He the GOOD Shepherd, but also the GREAT Shepherd and CHIEF Shepherd (see Hebrews 13:20 and 1 Peter 5:4). So who are you following? Who will be your leader and shepherd? The Lord Jesus offers eternal life to all who trust, obey, and follow Him. Pray to Jesus today and make sure that He is your only Shepherd. He can forgive all your sins and will guide and care for you throughout life!














My Name is ………………………………………………………  Age…………………











Read Luke 8:4-15 �and Isaiah 5:1-4


�Treated Like Dirt! Has anyone ever treated you badly? We call that “being treated like dirt.” Did you know that Jesus once told a parable that described people like different kinds of dirt? God wants to plant some good seed in us and see a whole heap of fruit grow!


A large crowd had gathered around Jesus when He told this parable about a man sowing seeds. It was an ‘earthly’ story with a ‘Heavenly’ meaning. Some of the seeds fell on good soil, some fell on the rocky soil, and some on thorny ground. Some of it was just eaten up by birds! The seed that fell on the good ground produced a huge crop that would have made any farmer happy! But what did the parable mean?


The disciples had to ask Jesus about it too! Jesus told them that the seed was like the Word of God. The birds that stole the seed were like the devil who tries to steal away what some people learn from the Word of God. The rocky soil and the thorny ground are like people who hear God’s Word but never believe or let it take root in their lives, and so nothing good grows.


Do you have a garden at home? If you do, you will have seen Mum or Dad spending hours weeding, digging, planting, and watering. They may have even got you to help! A garden is a lot of hard work; so imagine having worked really hard, but then waiting to find that NOTHING grows! Wouldn’t that be frustrating? God thinks so, too!








Key Verse:�“Jesus said, ‘…you cannot bear fruit unless you remain in Me.’ “


John 15:4b





A Story of a Sower





Unjumble these words:





1. What kind of soil is the GOOD soil a picture of ?


�……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………





2. How does God say we are to produce FRUIT ?


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………











Extra: What do you think is meant by ‘fruit’ in our lives?
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The good soil is a picture of people who listen to the seed of God’s Word, let it grow and fill their minds, and then allow a lot of fruit to grow in their lives! Are you like the GOOD soil receiving the seed of God’s Word and growing Godly fruit in your behaviour?


Or do you pay no attention to what you learn from the Bible? Maybe you let the things of the world distract you from obeying God’s Word? In Isaiah 5:1-4, God tells Israel how annoyed He was that they didn’t produce any fruit, even though He planted so many ‘seeds’ in them!


Think of all the Bible Discovery studies you’ve done, but especially all the memory verses you’ve learned and Bible readings you’ve done. These are your ‘seeds.’ So are you going to let these seeds grow in your mind and produce good thoughts, attitudes, behaviour, and speech?


Jesus said that the good soil is like those who not only hear the Word of God, but KEEP it, store it up in their hearts and love it. They are the ones who will grow a whole heap of Godly fruit (see also Galatians 5:22-23)!








Read Matthew 24:42-44; 25:1-13 ���“Coming, ready or not!” That’s what we call out when we’re playing hide-and-seek, isn’t it? Everyone is given a short time to hide and then whoever is ‘it’ comes looking—even if you haven’t had time to hide!


Of course, some things are easier to get ready for - like school in the morning, football practise, or birthday parties. We know when these things are going to happen, so we make sure we are ready. But in this story Jesus teaches about something that we need to be always ready for, even though we don’t know when it will happen.


To show what He meant, the Lord Jesus told a story about a thief. He said if a house owner knew that a burglar was prowling about, he would be ready and not let him break in! Now, burglars don’t usually tell us when they’re going to be coming, do they? Can you imagine finding a notice in the letterbox saying, “Dear Householder: I plan to be stealing in your area next Tuesday. Please be kind enough to leave your doors unlocked and your guard dog firmly tied up?” Not likely is it!


The Lord Jesus is coming back to earth again, this time to take Christians to Heaven! Isn’t that great? But we don’t know when that will be! Just as a burglar doesn’t announce when he’s in town, so the Lord Jesus warns that He will come back unexpectedly!





Key Verse:�“You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect Him.”


Matthew 24:44











A Story of a Thief





1. Why did the Lord choose to tell a story about a BURGLAR?


�……………………………………………………………………………………�……………………………………………………………………………………





2. Why do you think the Lord wants to come when everyone least expects it?


�………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………











Shade in the letters and words to reveal the secret sentence:





Extra: How can we keep ourselves ready for Jesus’ return?
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That’s why Jesus told this story. He wants everyone to get ready and wait for Him, so that no-one misses out on Heaven! We may not know exactly when the Lord will come again, but we do know that He will keep His promise to return! But once He comes, it will be too late to get ready. So are you ready yet?





To get ready you need to become a Christian. To do this, you must believe that when Jesus first came to earth He died to pay the penalty for your sins, and that three days later He came back to life! So be sure that you ask Him to cleanse your heart from sin and ask Him to save you from hell! Then you need to stay ready - by always doing and saying the things that Jesus would be pleased with.





Remember, this could be the very day that the Lord Jesus comes back. So do not delay or avoid making a decision. Make sure you are ready and looking forward to seeing Him!























Read: Matthew 7:24-27 �and 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 


“Solid as a Rock!” Have you ever heard that saying? What’s the biggest tower you’ve ever made with building blocks? Have you ever made one that’s taller than you are? But no matter how big a tower of blocks is, if we take out blocks from the bottom, it will start to shake, wobble, and eventually fall down!


This is because a tower needs a good strong foundation. And just like blocks, we must build our lives on the right foundation—one that can’t be moved. One that will keep us safe and secure! Where can we find a strong foundation before trouble comes?


Jesus once told a story about two men. A wise man built his house on solid rock, while a foolish man built his house on sand. Soon a storm arrived and the wind blew, the rain came down, and the streams flooded. One house stayed standing and the other collapsed with a huge crash! Can you guess which one? That’s right, the wise man’s house on the rock survived, but the fool’s house on the sand just fell to pieces!


So why did Jesus tell this story? Was it simply to help you know the safest foundation for building houses? No — the Lord Jesus wants you to understand how important it is to build your life on the strong foundation of His words! Jesus Christ wants you to read and listen to His words in the Bible, and then to practice all the things He asks you to do!








Key Verse:�“For no-one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.”


1 Corinthians 3:11














A Story of a Builder





Answer: 





There are many “foundations” that aren’t safe to build on, for example, listening to sinful advice of others in the world. The ways of the world only offer foundations like sand, and we all know that sand is real soft—just walking on it leaves a trail of footprints! Following the moral advice of the world will only end in disaster!


The Bible calls Jesus ‘the Rock’. He is the ONLY perfect foundation for building your life on! So how do you build your life on the Rock? Jesus said, “Everyone who hears My words and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house upon the rock.”


For the Lord Jesus to be the foundation of your life, you must start by asking Him to forgive your sins and save you from the disaster of eternal death! Then Jesus will be the strong rock in your life and He will also help build you into a strong person as you practice obeying the Bible. Who will save you when the storms of life come? Why not choose the right foundation now —before it’s too late!
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Extra: Why is the foundation of our�life so important?





1. Why do we need a strong foundation when building a house ?


�………………………………………………………………………………�……………………………………………………………………………..





2. How can YOU make the Lord Jesus the foundation of YOUR life ?


�………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


……………………………………………………………………………..


�








Tick the correct box to show which statements are True and which are False:





Please complete and return by post to �PSSM Bible Discovery, 5/399 New North Rd, Kingsland, Auckland 1021 or scan & email to info@biblediscovery.org.nz











